Thinking of Buying?
A Matter of Opinion — it’s in the small print

If you are thinking of buying directly at auction rather than from a
reputable ABA bookseller, do bear in mind that auction house descriptions
are no guarantee.

ABA booksellers stand by their descriptions: authenticity, provenance,
completeness and condition are, of course, vouched for and in the unlikely
event of any shortcomings an item can be returned immediately and
without fuss.

Auctioneers on the other hand are only ‘expressing an opinion’ and take
no responsibility and give no warranty on any of this. They take much the
same line with their estimates and valuations.

These are some of the auction house specific exclusions should you wish
to return an item which turns out to be incomplete or otherwise not as
described: authorship, attribution, condition, provenance, history,
background, authenticity, style, period, age, suitability, quality, origin,
value; periodicals, letters, manuscripts, music, maps, atlases, prints,
drawings; damage, defects, plates, lists of plates and even subsequently
published volumes. Then there is the profusion of ‘saleroom notices’
announcing unnoticed defects and misdescriptions, often last minute, of
which a prospective purchaser may well be unaware.

If you are still considering buying at auction, we recommend protecting
yourself by asking an expert ABA bookseller to do so on your behalf for a

modest commission.

Buy with confidence where you see this sign.



